
January 18, 2009 
Dear Members of Melbourne Heights: 
It is with great sadness that I must announce today that I have chosen the option to resign as pastor of Melbourne 
Heights Baptist Church. 
This congregation has been my family’s life now for seventeen-and-one half years.  I have had the privilege of 
leading many of you and your family members to a relationship with Christ. I have joined many couples together 
in marriage and I have grieved with you through the funerals of numerous beloved saints.  We have seen many 

accomplishments and victories through God’s wondrous leadership and blessings during these past two decades. 
Together as a congregation we have supported missions and been on mission. We have preached and studied God’s word. We 
have celebrated many beautiful times of worship and fellowship. We have ministered together to the sick, the poor and the broken 
hearted. 
Jill and I have developed many lifelong friendships within this congregation. Many of you nurtured our sons from early child-
hood through college.  This is the only church of which our daughter has been a part in her lifetime. We hope we have been able 
to return a portion of what God has given us. 
Please pray for us as we depend completely on the Lord for our immediate future. For the first time in over thirty years of              
ministry, I am leaving a place of service without knowing where God will take me. 
My resignation will be effective Sunday, February 22, 2009 dependent upon an appropriate severance agreement to be                 
recommended by the deacons for approval in the business meeting on January 25th. 
I pray that God will lead Melbourne Heights to know and experience His redemptive purpose. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Bill Shoulta 
 
 

Pastor   

 The last sentence of my resignation letter was meant to be interpreted and would have been better worded in the                          
following way:  
(Clarification in italics)                                                                                                                                                                                                           
"My resignation will be effective Sunday, February 22, 2009 after which I will be dependent upon an appropriate severance 
agreement to be recommended by the deacons for approval in the business meeting on January 25th. The severance was not  
meant to be an ultimatum concerning my resignation. 
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 THOSE SERVING 
THIS WEEK 

Deacons On Call 
Feb.  1 — Feb. 7. 

Larry Perkins  459.8678 
Becky Gardner  491.4942 
If you need help or have any 

questions please feel free to call 
either of the  

deacons of the week. 

 
Extended Session  

February 1 
Nursery 

Pam Clasby 
Shelby Simms 
Preschool 

Help Needed 
Help Needed 

January 25, 2009 
Sunday School: 

89 
Worship:   

108 

January 25, 2009 
Total Giving 
$6,062.75 

Amount to Building Fund  
$1,909.00 

MHBC 

Weekly Stats 

 The Leadership Team 
agreed to the following 
changes on Wednesday 

nights starting on               

January 28th.         

  Supper: 5:45                                  
Youth: 6:15                                          

Prayer Meeting: 6:30                             

Choir Rehearsal: 7:00             

 

Tithe and          
Offering                  

envelopes 
can be 

picked  up 
in the Atrium. For more  
information  please see 

Barbara Crenshaw. 

Habitat For Humanity 
Our Habitat campaign is    under way. 
They have asked us to raise money two 
weeks earlier this year  so that we can 

build the house two weeks earlier.  
      
Our emphasis will be the last two weeks in January 
and the first two weeks in February. 
 
     Make checks out to the church and write 
“HABITAT” in the remarks area. Put in any          
envelope and mark “HABITAT.” 
 
     Look for the display and I will see you in church 
these four Sundays to ask for your help again this 
year. 
Thanks  
For Habitat  
Ray Howard 

New Golden Friend 
Leaders! 

Mark your Calendars for:  
 Feb. 3rd at 10:30 in 

Rogers Hall.  
Come join us as we  

welcome our new leaders, Ed and Maudie 
Grey. They will guide us through this new 

year. We will be making plans for fun 
things to do, trips to take, and ministries to 
consider. We will be having home made 
soup. Please bring a sandwich, and a             

dessert and help us encourage                      
Ed and Maudie!  

 

"There will be a special 
called business meeting 
on Wednesday, February 

4th at 6:30 p.m. to  discuss and vote 
upon the motion presented in the 
regular quarterly business meeting by 
the deacons  regarding the severance  
package for Bro. Bill. Copies of the           
motion will be available at the church 
if you did not receive one on Sunday 
evening."  

 
 
 

Feb.4     Kaleigh Ringo 
     Nick Duncan 
Feb. 6     Emmett Ringo 
Feb. 7    Jim Spillman 
Feb. 8    Charlotte Stopher 
Feb.9     Marty Nemes, Jr. 
     Barbara Orr 
Feb. 10  Nancy Patterson 
Feb. 11  Hope Crawford 
Feb. 12  Helen Tinsley 
Feb. 14  Shirley Park  
    Ray Howard 
    Michelle Cloud 
Feb. 15  Madelyn Hopkins 
Feb.16   Sondra Elliot 
Feb. 21  Magdalene Parmer 
Feb.23   Joe Curtis 
Feb. 24  Suzanne Sims 
Feb.26   Elizabeth Kim 
    Tanner Brandenburg 

Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!    

Bill Bill Bill Bill 



February 2009 

Minutes Leadership Team 
January 18, 2009 

 
Members present: 
John Bloomer   Paul Marquess  Bill Shoulta 
David Cloud   Ambie Newsome  Dina Tharp 
Mike Corley   Barbara Orr 
 
 
Chairman Paul Marquess opened the meeting at 7:40 with prayer.  The LID committee is still looking for a recording secretary.  Until such time, Dina Tharp will take minutes. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Paul stated he had concerns about the Leadership Team.  The LID committee is trying to fill the vacancies.  Bill’s resignation adds to the urgency of having a fully staffed Leadership Team.  To 
disband the Leadership Team until we reach a more stable environment at MHBC would require a by-law change. 
 It was mentioned that perhaps we should look at the current committees that are not currently meeting or functioning (Men’s and Women’s Ministries, Recreation, Publicity).  We need to focus 
on the Outreach team as it has the largest number of vacancies.  The Leadership Team should not get discouraged or burned out during this process. 
We need people to fill positions who want to work, not just a “body in a position”.  We should ask the LID Committee to focus on filling the 2 vacant Leadership Team Leader positions 
(Outreach, Church Activities).  Once these vacancies are filled, the people should begin functioning in their position until they are approved at a regularly scheduled business meeting. 
 
Task Force: 
The Deacons are accumulating names for the Task Force and will contact those selected.  The Youth committee met and several youth have expressed interest to be on the Task Force as well.  The 
gentlemen from KBC will be contacted to begin our process. 
 
Calendar: 
The church wide Valentine banquet scheduled for February 14.  
The question of Sunday night programming was discussed. We may use the hour for the conflict resolution program.   Ambie will approach Bob Sutton to do a New Testament study similar to the 
one he did last fall on the Old Testament. 
 
March:  The Youth will be going to a creative ministry seminar at the Seminary March 6-7.  They would like to have time during a worship service later in the month to showcase this seminar.  
Barbara Orr is working with Bevie Neel, Tayna Bloomer and Regina Fowler who are continuing to work with the youth until a Youth Minister is found.  Their winter retreat will be February 20-
21.  Host families will be needed. 

REPORTS: 

 

Administrative: 

LID is currently trying to fill vacancies on committees at the church. 
 
Personnel vacancies: 
Youth Minister 
Organist 
Pianist 
 

Business: 

Finance: 
Finance continues to meet and all bills are current. 
 
Property & Space: 
There is a need for a chair as Doris Deskins continues to assume this position. 
 
Meriday: 
Linda McClelland is very concerned about the church and any affect on Meriday. 
 

Ministry/Church Activities: 
Youth: 
The youth earned $400 from the Christmas Banquet for camp this summer. 
 
Kitchen: 
The kitchen committee is facing several vacancies. 
 
Fellowship: 
Fellowship needs a chairperson. 
 

Worship: 

Mike Corley did not have a report as they have yet to meet this year, but will be meeting this 
coming week. 

Discipleship: 

Sunday School: 
The Travelers Class needs a teacher.  This class would like to remain intact. 
 
Stewardship: 
Pat Hicks is the new chair of this committee.  Barbara Crenshaw is still on the committee, but 
has stepped down as chair. 
 
Library: 
New books have been purchased and are being processed for placement in the library. 
 

Deacons: 

The Deacons will hold their monthly meeting on January 19 to discuss the pastor’s severance 
package, finding an interim pastor, selecting a deacon chair elect, and selecting the Task 
Force.  They will also find speakers for Sunday morning until an interim pastor is found. 
 

Pastor’s Time: 

Bill asked that we consider ending Wednesday services at 7:00 pm during the remainder of 
winter.  This will begin January 28, 2009. 
 
Paul inquired about the church directory.  Bill has some information but has been unable to 
download the information.  He is giving the information to the Brockelsby’s to see if they can 
do anything with this. 
 
Bill’s computer crashed and he purchased his own in December. 
 
Prayer concerns were discussed. 
 
Paul ended the meeting at 8:50 with prayer. 
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