
There is nothing new about conflict in the church.  Just read Acts or the Corin-
thian letters or listen to the conversations between Jesus and the disciples!  There 
were strong and probably heated disagreements on several fronts: who deserved 
help and who didn't, how is a person saved and how can you tell, who is  
committed and who isn't.  Some of the present day problems in churches pale in 
comparison. We have a way of wanting to fix blame for the conflict on the "other 
fellow".  Seldom are we able or willing to see our own part in the dispute.  A 
story from our Baptist past may help shed some light on the matter. 
         Jessie Mercer was a well-to-do Georgia plantation owner and the generous 
supporter of Mercer University.  He was generous enough and respected enough 

that they named the school after him.  Mercer was a prolific writer of letters and in those 
days these were all hand written.  On one occasion he received in the same day's mail a letter 
from the overseer of his plantation, complaining about the livestock breaking into the fields 
and destroying some of the crops.  He said the herd was led by a black bull.  In the same 
mail, he received a letter from a Corinthian-type church that was split down the middle.   
Obviously, this congregation was not "one in the bond of love".  The church was asking his 
advice as to how their fellowship could be mended. They were hurting from the inner  
divisions.   
       Mercer replied to both the letters that evening and somehow he inadvertently switched 
the letters in the envelopes.  So, the church received the letter he had written to the overseer 
of the plantation.  That letter was short and tart. It read: "Mend the fence and keep the black 
bull out."  This was read aloud to the congregation and the church folks became very  
angry! They quickly passed a unanimous resolution to censor Jessie Mercer for his crude 
advice.   
         Suddenly, in the back of the church, a member of the church stood and said, "this is 
first meeting in years in which the church has agreed unanimously on any question.  It is 
clear that such a great Baptist leader as Jessie Mercer did not intend to offend us but rather 
the letter has a deeper meaning.  Obviously, the black bull refers to the work of the devil.  He 
is telling us to mend our broken relationships and keep the devil out!  According to the  
record, the church immediately mended its fences and came together.   
          Paul's letter to Corinth had no hidden meaning, but his appeal to them, if kept, would 
mend the fences and keep the black bull out.  "Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of 
one mind, live in peace.  And the God of love and peace will be with you."   
2 Cor. 13:11.   Its a needed word for any church, in any time.   
With love and gratitude, 
  
  

Melbourne Heights Melbourne Heights Melbourne Heights Melbourne Heights     
Baptist Church Baptist Church Baptist Church Baptist Church     

3728 Taylorsville Rd 
Louisville KY 40220 

Office HoursOffice HoursOffice HoursOffice Hours    
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Monday - Thursday 
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Friday 
Phone: 502-454-4681  
Fax: 502-454-4842 

www.melbourneheights.org 
Church StaffChurch StaffChurch StaffChurch Staff    
Interim PastorInterim PastorInterim PastorInterim Pastor    
Dr. Guy Futral 

guy@mymhbc.org 
Minister of MusicMinister of MusicMinister of MusicMinister of Music    
Leslie Brockelsby 
leslie@mymhbc.org 

Youth MinisterYouth MinisterYouth MinisterYouth Minister    
Sara Clarke 

sara@mymhbc.org 
Preschool CoordinatorPreschool CoordinatorPreschool CoordinatorPreschool Coordinator    

 
 

Children’s CoordinatorChildren’s CoordinatorChildren’s CoordinatorChildren’s Coordinator    
Michelle Cloud 

michelle.cloud@melbourneheights.org 
 

Administrative AssistantAdministrative AssistantAdministrative AssistantAdministrative Assistant    
Rick Donaldson 

rick.donaldson@melbourneheights.org 
 

InstrumentalistInstrumentalistInstrumentalistInstrumentalist    
René Jeanty 
Grace Yun 

The  
Next 

Quarterly  
Business  

Meeting is  
Sunday -  
Oct. 24th.  

The Potluck Meal  
 is at 5:45 p.m. 
The Meeting is 

at  
6:00 p.m. 

THOSE SERVING 
THIS WEEK 

Yard Workers 
Week of Oct. 25 

 

Grass Cutting: 
Ward Davis 
Trimming: 
Ray Howard 

Extended Session 
Oct. 24 

 

Nursery 
Michelle Cloud 
Bob Sutton 
Preschool 
Help Needed 
Help Needed 

Deacon Ministry Team Leaders 

A-C, Ken Orr, 893-2612 

D-J, Margie Rose, 263-7502 

K-R, Paul Marquess, 267-7779 

S-Z, Pat Hicks, 491-9909 

If you would like to speak with a Deacon, 

please contact the team leader assigned to 

you as listed above, or any other available 

team leader. 
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Amount to Building 
Fund 

$1,602.50  
 
 

Total Giving 
$5,499.35 

 

October 17, 2010 
 

    Sunday School:  
86 

 

Worship:     
107 
 

Sincere  Christian  
sympathy is  
expressed to  
Betty Curtis at 

the death of her husband  Joe Curtis. 

Here I am again thanking you wonderful, caring people for all your 

prayers, phone calls, cards, etc. during my latest surgery. You may 

remember I had major back surgery in March but because of blocked 

nerves in five places, I had to undergo another major surgery in Au-

gust. Hopefully, this will be the last surgery this old body will have to endure for a long 

time. Knowing I had your prayers,  

concerns, etc. made it easier for me. The pinched nerve problem caused me to lose 

the use of my right hand and the doctors say it may be two-three years to regain full 

use of this hand. Keep me in your prayers but I refuse to let this little setback keep me 

from doing what I can to help in any way I can.  

Thank you again for your never-failing support. 

 

Retha Fuller 

Thank you to everyone who sent a card, brought a dish, provided a 

ride, gave a hug and most importantly said a prayer for  me during my 

recent bout with cancer. I'm glad to report that my scans are clear, the 

port has been removed and follow-up  visits are every three months. 

It is such a blessing to be a part of a loving church family.   

 

Becky Gardner 

We are in need of any size  
baskets for our BASKET  

AUCTION. If you have one 
that you would like to donate 

please contact the church office. 
Thanks! 

Fall Festival Nov. 6th 4 -7 pm 

∗ Chili & hotdogs  

∗ Bouncies 

∗ Cake Walk  

∗ Hay Rides 

∗ Basket -Auction 

Thanks to all who helped make our “debut cookbook sale day” a huge  
success. 76 books were purchased. Cookbooks are $10.00 and will be on 
sale Sunday a.m. and Wednesday evening. Thanks again for your support. 
—The Cookbook Committee 


