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From the Pastor 
by Adam Schell 
 

It's only September, but you've probably already noticed it happen-
ing. It's happening at Walmart and Target. It's happening at the mall 
and at Sam's Club. It's happening whether you like it or not. Christ-
mas decorations are hitting the shelves. And it drives me crazy.  
 
Now don't get me wrong, I love Christmas...but I also love all the 
other holidays and special occasions that happen between now and 
December 25th. What happened to Halloween and Thanksgiving, or 
Veterans Day and Columbus Day? And what about national Talk 
Like a Pirate Day? 
 
But, in spite of my protests about Christmas coming too early, it is 
actually time to start thinking about Christmas at Melbourne 
Heights...actually, it's time to start thinking about Operation Christ-
mas Child at Melbourne Heights. National collection week for Oper-
ation Christmas Child isn't until November, but I know that many of 
you like to start filling your shoeboxes early.  
 
(continued on page 2) 
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From the Pastor  
(continued from page 1) 
 
So I wanted to take the opportunity in this 
month's newsletter to share a list of some of the 
best gifts you can pack in your shoeboxes. But 
this isn;t a list I came up with on my own, it's ac-
tually a list written by a missionary serving in an 
area that receives many of these shoeboxes. So 
here's her advice: 
 
The best gifts you can give are: a soccer ball (for 
any age boy), you'll just have to deflate the ball 
and include a pump in your shoebox. Brand new 
t-shirts in children's sizes (with no writing on 
them). Small flashlights with batteries. Good 
quality plastic plates, bowls and/or cups. Soap 
with a plastic soap case. Toothbrush with a 
toothbrush holder. Pencils, erasers, colored pen-
cils and a sharpener. 
 
So other great gifts to give: jump ropes, band-
aids, hard candy or gum, combs, head bands (for 
girls), marbles, harmonicas, and socks. 
 
Remember, these shoeboxes are shipped 
around the world to help bring Christmas to chil-
dren in need. So I encourage each of you to fill at 
least one shoebox in the coming months. And I 
hope this article gives you a few ideas about the 
best gifts you can give 

September is here, which means that it's time 
to start getting ready for a new church year - 
which begins in October, in case you were 
wondering. Part of our preparations for the new 
church year includes electing new deacons to 
serve at Melbourne Heights in the coming 
years. 
 
This year, we are pleased to announce that 
there will be six deacons joining our deacon 
body at Melbourne Heights, and two of these 
will be serving for this first time. 
 
So we are planning a special service to recog-
nize and ordain our two first time deacons, to 
commission our newly elected deacons as well 
as those deacons who will continue to serve 
our church, and to celebrate those who are 
rotating off this year. 
 
These plans are still in the early stages, with 
more details to work out. But keep your eye out 
and your ears open for more information. And 
make sure that you're a part of this special time 
of worship and commissioning.  

Spotlight Event September’s Sermon Series 

A few years ago, I was turning 30. And part of 
reaching that milestone birthday meant that I 
needed to take stock of where I was as a per-
son. One of the things I realized as I looked in 
the mirror was that I hadn't been taking good 
care of myself. I was pushing 260 pounds, and 
got winded walking up a flight of stairs.  
 
So I decided it was time for a change. I started 
exercising and counting calories. I expected to 
see a major change in my life...and that's what 
I got. I've managed to lose - and keep off - 30 
pounds. I've competed in 5K's, 10K's, and 
even the Papa John's 10 miler. And as I look 
back, years later, I can see the difference that 
one decision made in my life. 
 
Our decision to become a Christian is sup-
posed to be the same. It's a decision we reach 
after taking stock and realizing that we aren't 
who or what God wants us to be. But it's also a 
decision that changes who we are forever. But 
sometimes our decision to follow Christ, 
doesn't seem to make any difference in our 
lives. It's like we decided to get in shape...but 
never got up off the couch. So what does it 
look like when we get serious about our faith? 
 
That's what we'll be exploring throughout our 
sermons in the month of September in wor-
ship. Who we are. Who we're meant to be. And 
how we get from one to the other.  

September’s Birthdays 

September 1 | Stan Ervin 
September 6 | Mozella Holley 
September 7 | Mary Benninger 
September 17 | Matt Orr 
September 19 | Leigh Conver 
September 22 | Derita Tharp 

Subscribe to Our e-Newsletter 
If you like the news and updates you’ve received 
in this newsletter, we encourage you to sub-
scribe to our e-newsletter. Our e-newsletter in-
cludes all of the same information sent directly to 
your inbox. 

Simply visit http://eepurl.com/8VbzT to sign up. 

August was a busy month for our Children's Min-
istry at Melbourne Heights. School started back 
up, which meant it was time to promote our kids 
at church as well.  
 
We had several children graduate from our 
nursery and move into a new Preschool Sunday 
School class. And of course we saw other kids 
continue moving their way through elementary 
school. We're still in need of volunteers to help 
with Sunday School, Children’s Worship, and to 
work in the nursery, so if you'd like to help a child 
learn about Jesus and grow in their faith, contact 
Michelle Cloud. 
 
But even though school has started back, sum-
mer's not really over at Melbourne Heights until 
we've had our annual trip to the Louisville Zoo. 
We'll be going to the zoo on Saturday, Septem-
ber 26. The zoo opens at 10:00am and stays 
open until 5:00pm, and the church will provide 
lunch beginning at 11:00am. 
 
The cost is $16.25 for adults (ages 12-50), and 
$11.75 for children (ages 3-12) and seniors 
(60+). Kids under 3 get in free...and so do zoo 
members. If you want to be a part of this wild 
time, make sure you sign up near the Welcome 
Center beginning Sunday, August 30. 

Kid's News 
by Michelle Cloud 



Senior Adult News 
 
Do you remember the poster where "Uncle 
Sam" is pointing and says, "We want you?" 
Well, our Senior Adults Group - the Golden 
Friends - want you to become a part of our 
group. We always have a good time together, 
and we'd love for you to come and see what 
the Golden Friends are all about. 
 
In September our Senior's are sponsoring 
two different events. On September 12, we're 
going to a matinee performance of "The Last  

(potluck) Supper" at Derby Dinner Playhouse. 
 
And on Thursday, September 24, we'll be attend-
ing the Young Hearts Theatre production of "The 
Hoodwinkers." This is a free show, so everyone 
is invited to enjoy an afternoon of music, danc-
ing, and laughter. We'll meet at the church at 
1:00pm and carpool, the show starts at 2:00pm, 
and we'll have a late lunch together afterwards.  

The Women's Ministry is back to work at Mel-
bourne Heights. We want to begin by thanking 
everyone who contributed to the Kenyan Minis-
try project over the summer. Your donations 
will be passed out as part of a Women's Con-
ference in Kenya later this month. 
 
Now that this collection is over, and with Oper-
ation Christmas Child a few weeks away, now 
is a great time to redirect our attention to the 
young ladies at the Cabbage Patch House. 
Please remember to make monthly purchases 
of personal hygiene items for these young la-
dies. They are in great need for these products 
and they depend on our donations.  So make 
smart choices, watch for sales, clip those cou-
pons and stretch every dollar to help these 
ladies. 
 
We also want to invite all the women of Mel-
bourne Heights to a special fellowship lunch at 
Buckhead's Restaurant (on Bardstown Road) 
on September 11 at 11:00am. During this 
lunch we'll be catching up with all of our Visit-
ing Teams, and we'll be making plans to con-
tinue visiting our homebound members through 
the rest of the year. And that's not all, we'll also 
be revealing all the latest details about the fun 
events we're planning for the rest of the year.  

Women’s Ministry Update 

Wednesday Nights |  Financial Peace Universi-
ty will continue on Wednesday night in Septem-
ber as participants continue to learn what God 
has to say about money, and take control over 
their financial futures.  
 
But that's just one of our Wednesday night stud-
ies. Beginning September 9, David Cloud will be 
leading a series on the life of Moses. By learning 
about Moses' faith and character, as well as his 
influence on New Testament writers, we'll learn 
how to face our own burning bushes and wan-
derings in the wilderness.  

Sunday Nights | Sunday night Bible Studies will 
take a back seat in the month of September. But 
there will still be plenty going on on Sunday 
nights. We'll take a week off for Labor Day. We'll 
finish up "Is God Calling?" on September 13. 
We'll have a special called Business Meeting to 
discuss the Budget Proposal for the new church 
year on September 20.   

September’s Bible Studies Youth News 
by Joe Noland 

Jesus. He's our Savior, our King, our Salvation. 
He gave up everything for us, so that we could 
be with him. In the month of September, our 
youth are going to dive deep into the Gospels 
and explore Jesus' ministry and his example 
for us. We'll be studying Jesus' parables and 
trying to understand their deeper meaning for 
his first followers and for us today. 
 
We'll also be looking at the twelve disciples 
and asking, "Why them?" And by understand-
ing why Jesus called his first disciples, we'll try 
to answer the question, "Why me?" for us to-
day. By the end our youth will have a better 
understanding of what a disciples is and why 
we are called to be one. 
 
We also want to thank everyone who re-
enrolled in the Kroger Rewards Program. Just 
by shopping at Kroger and swiping your Kroger 
Plus Card, you're helping to support our youth 
as we look forward to camp next year. So 
thank you all.  

Music Notes 
by Leslie Brockelsby 

After taking the summer off, choir rehearsals 
have now resumed on Wednesday nights. We 
rehearse each week from 7:00 to 8:00pm in 
the Sanctuary, and we'd love for you 
to consider joining our choir. 
 
Throughout the year our choir is an important  

Fall Festival is October 31 from 4:00pm to 
6:00pm 
 
Summer is almost over. Fall will soon be upon us. 
So it's time to start getting ready for another Fall 
Festival at Melbourne Heights. This year, our Fall 
Festival will be on Saturday night, October 31 
from 4:00-6:00pm. 
 
We'll have chili. We'll have a cake walk. We'll 
have a giant slide for the kids (and the young at 
heart). And, of course, we'll have our Basket Auc-
tion as well. And that's just the beginning of the 
fun we're planning for Fall Festival. 
 
Plus, when Fall Festival is over, we'll also be hav-
ing our annual Trunk-or-Treat. We'll set up in the 
front parking lot and pass out candy to all the kids 
who come out for Fall Festival and other kids in 
our community who are out trick-or-treating. So 
mark, October 31 on your calendar...and be sure 
to join us for another exciting Fall Festival. 

Looking Ahead 

part of leading our church in worship. And right 
share the good news through music. now, 
we're beginning to prep our annual Christmas 
program as well. This year's program is called 
"Let There Be Light." 
 
Whether you're an expert or a beginner, your 
invited to be a part of our choir. 


