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From the Pastor 
by Adam Schell 
 
If you were to sit down and talk with a group of pastors, I suspect 
that you'd learn we have conflicting feelings when it comes to East-
er. Easter is, of course, the most important day on the church calen-
dar each year - the day when we celebrate that Christ is risen! And 
that means Easter is an exceptionally busy time of the year. 
 
From the pressure to write a great sermon for Easter Sunday, to the 
rigors of planning special services and activities, to attending and 
leading all of those events...it's safe to say that Easter can take its 
toll. 
 
But Easter is also the greatest time of the year. It's the chance to 
truly celebrate the good news that we proclaim throughout the year. 
It's the opportunity to see new faces, and share that good news with 
them. 
 
So, if I were to answer the question I posed to you a few weeks  
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But, in spite of everything that will be happening 
at Melbourne Heights next month, we want to 
highlight a special event that will be happening at 
the beginning of June. 
 
We haven't nailed down all the details, but our 
annual Church Picnic will be happening in early 
June. As always, there will be plenty of food—the 
church will take care of the main course, you just 
have to provide the sides and desserts. But that's 
not all. We're also planning plenty of spe-
cial events and activities for all ages at this year's 
Church Picnic. 
 
Make sure to keep an eye out for additional de-
tails, because you won't want to miss this sum-
mer tradition.  

From the Pastor  
(continued from page 1) 
 
back, "What does Easter mean to you?" my an-
swer might depend on the day. But above all 
else, Easter means one thing to me: new life.  
 
There is a new life that is brought forth when 
Christ comes out of the tomb; a new life where 
death is defeated and sin is conquered. But this 
new life doesn't just exist on some grand 
scale...it's also a new life that exists in each of 
us. 
 
Easter reminds us that everyday we are to die to 
our old self - to take up our cross - to follow, and 
become more like, Jesus. And that's not just 
something we face one Sunday a year...it's 
something we face every single day of our life. 
 
Everyday we have the chance to walk in the new 
life that Christ brought forth when he rose from 
the tomb. We have the chance to walk in the 
ways of hope, peace, joy, and love. We have the 
chance to shine God's light in the darkness 
around us. We have the chance to become more 
of who God created us to be. 
 
So as Easter passes for another year, my prayer 
is that you won't let it pass without impacting you. 
May you be reminded that because of Easter you 
have the opportunity for a new life, and may you 
choose to walk in the newness of the life we find 
in Christ every single day.  

Senior Adult News 
 
In March, our Senior Adults enjoyed a special 
morning with our staff. Rick Donaldson shared 
a devotional thought and entertained us with a 
song, and afterwards each member of our staff 
shared the story of their call into ministry. 
 
In April, our Senior Adults will change things up 
a bit. Instead of meeting the first Tuesday of 
the month, we will be meeting on Thursday, 
April 7 to go to the Young Heart Theater to en-
joy their latest production Kentucky - My Home-
land. We will leave Melbourne Heights at 
1:05pm sharp and carpool to the theater, in 
order to claim good seats before the show 
starts at 2:00pm. Afterwards, we will go to Dit-
to's on Bardstown Road for a late lunch/early 
dinner. 
 
We're also looking forward to Senior Adult Sun-
day coming up in May (we'll have more details 
in the coming weeks), a special guest speaker 
in June, and a trip on the Belle of Louisville in 
July or August. As always, we encourage any-
one 55 or older to join us.  

Subscribe to Our e-Newsletter 
If you like the news you’ve received in this news-
letter, then subscribe to our e-newsletter. Visit 
http://eepurl.com/8VbzT to sign up. 
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April’s Birthdays 

April’s Bible Study 

Wednesday Nights | How many of Je-
sus' disciples can you name? There was Peter, 
James, John, the infamous Judas, and 
"Doubting" Thomas, and Matthew was one, 
right? But what about Mark and Luke? 
 
If we struggle to even name the disciples, how 
much do we really know about them, and their 
journey of faith? 
 
Join us on Wednesday nights in April as we 
learn more about these twelve ordinary men, 
who became part of Jesus' extraordinary minis-
try, and the fathers of the church. And along 
the way, we'll discover what it means for us to 
be one of Jesus' disciples today.  

On Sunday morning, April 3 at 10:30am, our 
choir will be presenting the encore performance 
of our annual Easter Cantata. This year's 
presentation, entitled Because He Lives, is a 
passionate celebration of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ - featuring some beloved songs, 
as well as several new favorites. 
 
Join us as we follow Jesus on his journey into 
Jerusalem and down the way of suffering to his 
death on the rugged cross. And let your heart 
and soul be filled with eternal hope as we cele-
brate the victorious resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior.  

Spotlight Event 

Looking Ahead 

There will be plenty of events and activities 
happening at next month. May at Melbourne 
Heights means Mother's Day, Senior Adult 
Sunday, and church observances like Ascen-
sion Sunday, Pentecost, and Trinity Sunday.  



concluded a Star Wars inspired Bible Study 
and are looking forward to starting a new study 
soon. Plus our youth have been working on the 
weekly announcements for our morning wor-
ship service - along with a few other videos. 
 
We have decided to take a break from those 
video announcements for awhile, because our 
youth have been requesting more Bible Study 
time. So we will begin a new Wednesday night 
Bible Study in April. We're calling this study 
"Questions," because the entire study is based 
on questions about faith that our youth have 
been asking. 
 
We're also looking forward to joining in on 
some of the Sunday Night Fellowships over 
the next few months, and giving our youth and 
adults the chance to get to know each other 
better. 
 
So, as you can tell, there's lots happening with 
the youth at Melbourne Heights. So it's a safe 
bet that this month is going to fly by, too.  

It's hard to believe that Easter has already 
come and gone for another year. But what an 
Easter it was for our children at Melbourne 
Heights. 
 
On Palm Sunday, our children waved palm 
branches to welcome and celebrate the King of 
kings. And during our Easter service, our kids 
jumped helped decorate our blossoming cross. 
 
But our biggest children's event each Easter is 
our Easter Egg Hunt. This year we hid more 
than 1,500 eggs for dozens of children from 
our church, our preschool, and our community 
to find. But our children received more than a 
basket full of plastic eggs and candy, they also 
heard the good news of Jesus' resurrection 
before the hunt began. 
 
Before looking ahead to what's next in our 
Children's Ministry, let me pause to say thank 
you to everyone who helped with this year's 
Easter Egg Hunt. Whether you donated candy, 
helped stuff eggs, or volunteered during the 
actual hunt; your donations and efforts allowed 
us to minister and share the good news of Je-
sus Christ with dozens of children...so thank 
you for your help. 
 
Now that the Easter Egg Hunt is in the books, 
we can begin to look ahead to the summer and 
that can only mean one thing for our children:  
Vacation Bible School! 
 

Kid's News 
by Michelle Cloud 

Youth News 
by Joe Noland 

It seems like I say this every month, but it's 
amazing how quickly this year is flying by. Of 
course that might be because our youth have 
been busy at Melbourne Heights. 
 
So far this year, our youth have hosted our Val-
entine's Breakfast and Chili Cook Off. We have  

April’s Sermon Series 

Everything changed on Easter. When the tomb 
was found empty, and the angels declared that 
Christ, "is risen from the dead!" sin was defeated, 
death was destroyed, and our salvation became 
possible. But that's not all that changed when 
Christ arose.  
 
Christ's closet followers were completely trans-
formed. Prior to the resurrection, they were Je-
sus' disciples - students, learning at the feet of 
their teacher. But after the resurrection, they be-
came apostles - they were commissioned by 
Christ to share the good news throughout the 
world. 
 
But, it took time for the disciples to become apos-
tles. Throughout the season of Easter, we will 
explore the journey from disciple to apostle. 
Along the way, we'll be challenged to become 
more than just students learning about Jesus. 
We'll be challenged to put our faith into action, 
and become "More Than Disciples."  

In 2013 we began a new tradition 
at Melbourne Heights for the season of Lent. For 
this six week period, we collect an offering of tan-
gible items to donate to a local non-profit organi-
zation or charity. This year, our Lenten Collection 
benefited the Cabbage Patch Settlement House, 
and their work with at risk children and their fami-
lies in our community. 
 
This year, we collected 190cans of soup, 136 
tubes of toothpaste, 349 bars of soap, 99 jars of 
peanut butter, 66 jars of jelly, 397 rolls of toilet 
paper, and 53 bottles of laundry detergent. All 
totaled, we collected nearly $2,000 worth of food 
and household items for the Cabbage Patch 
House. 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this 
year's collection. Your donations will help an un-
told number of families in the coming months. 
And these small donations have helped our 
church be the hands and feet of Christ in our 
community.  

Lenten Collection 

Women’s Ministry 
 
The first three months of 2016 have flown by, 
and, with April upon us, it's time for our next 
Women's Ministry Lunch.  
 
All the women of Melbourne Heights are invited 
to join us for lunch on Thursday April 21 at 
11:00am at Buckhead's on Bardstown Road. If 
you'd like to attend, please sign up on the 
Women's Ministry bulletin board at the Infor-
mation Kiosk. 
 
After lunch we'll be updating our visitation list 
for the next three months to continue to minis-
ter to our homebound members. We look for-
ward to seeing you on April 21.  

VBS will be in June again this year. We'll be do-
ing it in conjunction with Meriday again, as well. 
We'll have more information available as we get 
closer, but we encourage you to begin praying 
for our VBS and ask God how you might be able 
to help this year.  


