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Merry Christmas from Our Staff 

It truly is a blessing to serve this congregation, and to work alongside 
each of you as we share the “Good News” of the Kingdom of God 
together. May you and your families be blessed not only this Christ-
mas season but also throughout the New Year. 

On Sunday morning, December 18, we will be 
hosting our annual Sunday School Christmas 
Breakfast. You are invited even if you're not 
actively involved in Sunday School. 
 
We're asking everyone to bring your favorite 
breakfast dish and join us in the Banquet Hall 
for a special time of fellowship this holiday sea-
son. The church will provide coffee, juice, and 
milk. The breakfast begins at 8:45am, but you 
can feel free to join us at any point during the 
Sunday School hour.  

Christmas Cantata & Cookies 
It’s a story we have all heard countless times be-
fore, a story we all know well, a story we can take 
for granted. But this Christmas, our choir will help 
us take an intimate look at the Christmas story 
from a fresh perspective. 
 
This Christmas come and experience the great-
est story ever told through Mary’s eyes, and see 
what Mary’s humility and her willingness to serve 
the Kingdom of God means for us this Christmas. 
 
Join us on Sunday night, December 11 at 6:00pm 
for this year's Christmas Cantata. 
 
And don't forget that we will have a Christmas 
Cookie Fellowship immediately following the per-
formance. So bring along your favorite Christmas 

December’s Birthdays 

December 3 | Sarah Aten 
December 9 | Rene Jeanty 
December 21 | Leslie Brockelsby 
December 22 | Frances Simons 

This year, Meriday will be hosting their annual 
Christmas Program on Thursday night, Decem-
ber 15 at 6:15pm. And you're invited to come see 
the show. It's a great way to experience Christ-
mas through the eyes of a child, as well as an 
opportunity to connect with our preschool fami-

Meriday Christmas Program 

Sunday School Breakfast 

During the hustle and bustle of the Christmas 
season, we need to slow down and focus on 
what it is we're celebrating. Our Christmas Eve 
Communion is a simple service designed to 
remind you what Christmas is all about. 
 
Join us at 6:00pm on Saturday, December 24, 
as we come together to celebrate the birth of 
Christ and be reminded that we are all called to 
carry the light of Christ out into the darkness of 
the world.  

Christmas Eve Communion 

It doesn’t happen often, but Christmas Day falls 
on a Sunday this year. So in celebration of this 
special day, we will have a simple time of wor-
ship on Christmas Day at 10:30am. However, 
there will be no Sunday School on December 
25. 
 
So make plans to join us on Christmas morn-
ing, as we celebrate the birth of Christ together. 

Christmas Day Service 



There is no better way to remind our children 
what Christmas is all about than by throwing a 
birthday party for Jesus. And that's something 
we've done at Melbourne Heights for years., 
but this year we're going to change it up a bit. 
 
This year our Birthday Party for Jesus will be 
on Thursday morning, December 1 at 10:00am 
during our preschool's weekly chapel time. The 
children will hear the story of Christmas. They'll 
do crafts, play games. And of course there will 
be a birthday cake. 
 
And what's a birthday party without presents? 
Each child is encouraged to bring along a 
small baby gift that will be donated to a local 
charity. 
 
All of our children are welcome to come and 
celebrate Jesus' birthday with us. And, if you'd 
like to help out with the party, you can contact 

Christmas is a season of waiting. We wait for 
our spouses to pull our Christmas decorations 
down from the attic. We wait for Christmas 
sales to start so we can finish shopping. We 
wait for the holiday ham to finish baking. 
 
And the same is true for the church. We spend 
a lot of time waiting as a church this time of 
year. We wait to sing our favorite Christmas 
carols, and to read our favorite Bible stories. 
We wait for Christmas Cantatas, annual ban-
quets, and special communion services. 
 
But more than anything else, we wait for the 
good news that Christ has come. 
 
We wait for this news because we know the 
world is broken and hurting. We wait for this 
news because we know that we can’t fix it on 
our own. We wait for this news because we 
know that only God can help us. 
 
But it’s kind of funny that every Christmas we 
find ourselves waiting to hear the same news. 
It’s funny because Christ has already come. 
 
So in worship this December, we’re going to 
stop waiting for Christmas, and we’re going to 
be challenged to live like Christ has already 
come. 

December’s Sermon Series From the Pastor  
by Adam Schell 
 
The countdown to Christmas is officially on. And 
with it, I can't help but hum the Andy Williams 
Christmas classic, "It's the Most Wonderful Time 
of the Year." You remember how it goes, right? 
 
It's the most wonderful time of the year. With kids 
jingle belling and everyone telling you be of good 
cheer, it's the most wonderful time of the year. 
 
But have you really paid attention to the entire 
song? Andy Williams sings about holiday greet-
ings, and happy meetings. He sings about host-
ing parties, toasting marshmallows, and caroling 
out in the snow. He sings about telling tales of 
the glories of Christmases long, long ago. He 
sings of mistletoeing, hearts glowing, and loved 
ones coming near. 
 
To Andy Williams that may sound like the most 
wonderful time of the year...but to many of us, 
Christmas is the most hectic and chaotic time of 
the year. But rather than getting swept up in the 
busyness of the season as a church, we want to 
slow down this Christmas and focus on what re-
ally matters. 
 
So rather than cramming our calendar full of ac-
tivities, we're going to simplify our schedules. 
We’re going to take Sunday and Wednesday 
nights off in December—except for our Christ-
mas Cantata on December 11. And we're going 
to prioritize celebrating Christmas and spending 
time together. 
 
And that's what this month's newsletter is going 
to focus on. We're going to give you more details 
about everything we have planned for Decem-
ber...and invite you to celebrate Christmas with 
us and spend time with one another.  

Birthday Party for Jesus 

It wouldn't be Christmas at Melbourne Heights 
without our annual Christmas Banquet. This 
year's banquet, sponsored by our Senior 
Adults, will be Friday, December 2 at 6:00pm. 
 
We will have a wonderful catered meal. We'll 
enjoy plenty of fellowship around the table. 
And Tom and Cathy Arnold will be singing 

Christmas Banquet 

some of our favorite Christmas music to help get 
us in the Christmas spirit. 
 
If you haven’t purchased your tickets it’s not too 
late. Tickets are $16 per person, but you must 
contact Paul Marquess immediately to reserve 

As colder weather continues to move in, we 
wanted to remind you of MHBC’s Winter Weather 
Policy. Monday through Friday, we follow Jeffer-
son County Public School’s policy. If JCPS is 
closed then all church services and activities are 
canceled and our church offices will be closed. If 
JCPS is open then the church is open as well.  
 
If there is inclement weather on Sundays, we will 
make a decision by 8:00am that morning, and 
post cancellation information on WHAS 11, 
WDRB-TV, WAVE 3, and our church’s Facebook 
page. If we are able to meet on Sunday morning 
but decide to cancel evening services, we will 
make that announcement during our morning 
worship service.  
 
If you are not already signed up to receive email 
notices about inclement weather at Melbourne 
Heights you can sign up by visiting http://
eepurl.com/8VbzT. 
 
And, as always, just because the church feels it 
is safe for us to have services that does not 
mean it is always safe for you to make it to the 
church. So please use your own discretion.  

Our Winter Weather Policy 


